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Welcome Back!
Paula Price, PTO President

Happy New Year!
I hope everyone enjoyed their winter break and that the time
was filled with a good mix of relaxation and fun! I know our
MES staff deserved a break and my family enjoyed taking some
days off from our alarm clocks. 
2019 was a busy year for our PTO - spirit nights, kinder camp,
t-shirt sales, yearbook designing and sales, picture days,
grandparents day, Boosterthon, etc.  If you haven't participated
in any of these events in the past, plan on joining us in 2020!
The volunteer opportunities are many and the need is always
great. We make good neighborly connections and build a
stronger community at MES. 
Please join us at our first meeting of the new year on Tuesday,
January 14th! We'll be in the library at 6:30pm. See you there!



JANUARY  SPEC IALS  SCHEDULE

Catch Coach Craft's Hoofbeats over on the PE page!
http://www.pfisd.net/domain/744

http://www.pfisd.net/domain/744
http://www.pfisd.net/domain/744


Lunch 
Schedule

Guidelines:

PPCD:   10:55 - 11:25
Pre-K:   10:55 - 11:25
Kinder:   10:15 - 10:45
1st:   10:45 - 11:15
2nd:   11:45 - 12:15
3rd:   11:15 - 11:45
4th:   12:15 - 12:45
5th:   12:45 - 1:15

Families are allowed to
join their students for
lunch in the foyer or at
the outside picnic tables,
not in the cafeteria.
On STAAR testing days
our campus is closed to
visitors.
When having lunch with
your child, you may not
share lunch with
students not related to
you.
All times are
approximate. Please see
your child's teacher for
exact times. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

Do you own a business and want to sponsor shirts for all
of the Murchison students for Fun Run in the spring? 
You may have seen the white and navy “Peace, Love, and
Mustangs” shirts from last year.   The kids love showing
off their marked laps on the shirts and wear them
consistently, and Tyson Wynia of Realty Austin, Austin
Regional Clinic and Dash of Glitter Boutique are still
having their names shown off on those shirts.  
We need sponsors for shirts again this year. We will do
different levels of partnerships - $250, $500, and $1000. 
It costs ~$3000 to have the shirts made.  Last year, we
were able to have $2k of that paid for with sponsorships. 
Ideally, we get it ALL paid for by sponsors this year. The
$1000 sponsors will get the big name/logo above the fun
run “lap count” box.  The $500 sponsors will have a
smaller logo below the box, and the $250 sponsors will
have their name listed below the logos.  I’ll need the
artwork for the printers for any logos. 
Contact dawn@ownfairygodmother.com if you’re
interested.

TShirt Sponsors



Let the kids come play in the gym 
while you learn about all the activities 
happening at the school and support your 
kids by helping their school. 

S E C O N D  T U E S D A Y S  A T  
6 : 3 0 P M

PTO Meetings

The Student Council will begin their fundraising
with Smencil sales on Friday mornings outside the
Gym from 7:20-7:40am. Please come support our
fifth graders, school and community!

F R I D A Y S  
$ 1 / P E N C I L

Smencil Sales

Happy

Dec 23 - Jan 6 Winter Break
Jan 14        SHAC Meeting
Jan 20       Student/Staff Holiday
Jan 23       STEM Night
Jan 28       Fine Arts Showcase
Feb 17       Student/Staff Holiday
Mar 3       1st Grade Program
Mar 13      Student Holiday
March 16-20   Spring Break
April 20    Field Day
April 30    MES Choir Program
May 21      5th Grade Talent
Show

Birthday
Ms. Deaton needs volunteers to Also, the 1st grade
program is on Mar 3 and I  need stage décor
volunteers. Decorating will take place on Mar 2, but
we need to meet beforehand to brainstorm/plan, so
contact Ms. Deaton by Feb. Thanks! Contact her at
amanda.deaton@pfisd.net

Music Program 
Volunteers

"We see well people" with our 2020 Vision!  Stay
tuned to the Hoofbeats for more info at
http://www.pfisd.net/domain/744
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Field Day

Mark Your Calendars

2 Valerie Nelson
5 Sandy Stojek
12 Mamie Canales
25 Claudia Gonzalez
31 Darcy Johnson



The MES Library has had a focus on Curiosity this year. In our recently donated Curiosity Corner,
different objects and realia are on display weekly and have sparked much discussion!
The greatest advantage of curiosity lies in its power to motivate learning in areas of life and work that
are meaningful to the learner. It points students toward the knowledge, skills, relationships, and
experiences that they need to live full and productive lives.
Here are some ways you can stimulate your child’s curiosity!
1. Value and reward curiosity.
Praise students by describing how their questions, explorations, and investigations are contributing to
their own learning. Catch them in the act of wondering why something is the way it is!
2. Teach students how to ask quality questions.
Quality questions are a vital medium for curiosity. Google is great at finding answers but doesn't
stimulate the formation of questions. Good questions contain "who, what, when, where, why and how".
An excellent book for understanding the art of questioning is A More Beautiful Question by Warren
Berger.
3. Notice when kids feel puzzled or confused.
Is there a "teachable moment" that will spark a desire to search for answers? How can you invite children
to see problems as mysteries waiting to be solved?
4. Encourage students to tinker.
Tinkering with materials, thoughts, and emotions stimulates curiosity and leads to innovative outcomes.
Consider having a craft box, or a junk box of recyclables designated for tinkering.
5. Seek Experiences that foster curiosity
Encourage opportunities for curiosity by traveling, exploring a museum, or visiting a library. Just wander
around the places without a rush, a plan, or a schedule.
6. Explore a variety of cultures and societies.
How is one culture or society uniquely different from another one? Encourage students to investigate
other cultures. Maybe visit a restaurant that offers ethnic cuisines.
 
Items excerpted from this source: https://www.edutopia.org/blog/8-pathways-curiosity-hungry-mind-marilyn-price-mitchell

Mrs. Almaraz and Ms. Deaton invites MES staff, students and families to the:4th
Annual Pflugerville ISD Elementary Fine Arts Showcase takes place Tuesday,
Jan. 28 at Pflugerville High School Fine Arts Center (FAC).
Pflugerville ISD invites the public to a night of Art and Music, showcasing our
artists and youngest vocalists. The Elementary Fine Arts Showcase will honor
fine arts students from all 20 PfISD elementary campuses. The event will
include an arts display, from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., and a concert by the district
Elementary Honor Choir at 6:30 p.m., both in the PHS Fine Arts Center. The
event will conclude with fine arts teacher recognitions at 7 p.m.

Library News
Accelerated Reader Update:
Spring Semester Accelerated Reader (AR) Goals start  1//7/20 and end on 5/15/20.
The First graders will begin learning about the AR program starting in January.
They aim to earn points as  a class. Individual goal setting begins in 2nd grade
and carries through 5th. 

Fine Arts Showcase


